Assignment 2: Poetry, 
Choose two poems you feel would work well together in your discussion, either because they share a theme or a form or an effect, or because they present very different ways of seeing the same issue.  At least one (and both, if you like) of these poems must have been read for class, or be scheduled to be discussed in class.  Analyze each poem in detail. How do devices like form, meter, rhyme scheme, tone, and figures of speech add to or subtract from the effect of the poem?  Compare and contrast the poems.

Starting points for each poem:

· Summarize the poem.

· What is the dominant meter of this poem?

· What is the rhyme scheme? Does this fit any particular literary form?

· Point out any alliteration, assonance, onomatopoeia, metaphor, simile, personification, or other figure of speech. What do these add? 

· What images are particularly strong in this poem? 

· How would you characterize the tone? What effect is achieved?

· How would you describe the narrative voice in this poem? Is there a persona?

· What is the theme or themes of the poem?

· What contrasts or confluences of form or ideas should be emphasized in your comparison of the two poems? 

· How does form interact with function?

Structure your essay in the form of an argument, for which you will provide appropriate evidence. Make this argument in your introduction, in the form of a STRONG and SPECIFIC thesis statement. Start each paragraph with a topic sentence that summarizes that paragraph.

Revisit your argument regularly, so your reader doesn’t forget what it is. Use excerpts from the poems to prove your points. Introduce these quotes with a colon. Cite poems by line number.

	Grading:


	Excellent (4)
	Good (3)
	Needs Improvement (2)
	Poor (1)



	Draft process
	Author has significantly revised paper in accordance with suggestions
	Author has somewhat revised paper in accordance with suggestions
	Author has minimally revised paper in accordance with suggestions
	Author has not revised paper in accordance with suggestions

	Focus and purpose
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main ideas are clear and supported by detailed and accurate information. Clear purpose for writing.


	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main ideas are clear but are not well-supported by detailed information. Clear purpose for writing.


	There is one topic.

Main ideas are somewhat clear but not well- supported.


	The topic and main ideas are not clear or supported.



	Organization
	The introduction is

inviting, states the main topic, and provides a clear overview. Information is relevant and presented in a logical order. Each paragraph deals with a separate idea. Strong conclusion.
	The introduction states the main topic and provides an overview of the paper. The paper is ordered logically. A

conclusion is included.


	The introduction states the main topic. There is a conclusion. Order of ideas is somewhat scattered.


	There is no clear

introduction, structure, or conclusion.



	Word choice and communication
	The author uses effective words and phrases. All choices are appropriate for a formal academic essay.


	The author uses effective words and phrases. The choice and placement of words are sometimes inaccurate or inappropriate for a formal essay.
	The author uses words that communicate clearly, but the writing lacks variety. Some problems with word choice or placement.


	The writer uses a

limited vocabulary. Communication is compromised. Choices are often inaccurate or inappropriate for a formal academic essay.

	Literary analysis 
	The author observes all conventions of literary analysis. All quotes are accurate and cited. 
	The author observes most conventions of literary analysis. All quotes are accurate and cited.
	The author observes some conventions of literary analysis. Quotes are few, or sometimes inaccurate or poorly cited
	The author observes few conventions of literary analysis. Quotes are very few, or sometimes inaccurate or poorly cited. 

	Sentence structure,

grammar, mechanics,&

spelling


	All sentences are well- constructed and have

varied structure and length. The author makes minimal errors in typing, grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling.


	Most sentences are

well-constructed and have varied structure and length. The author makes a few errors in typing, grammar, mechanics,

and/or spelling, but

they do not interfere with understanding.


	The author makes several errors in typing, grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling that interfere with understanding. Sentences sound awkward, are repetitive, or are difficult to understand.
	The author makes numerous errors in typing grammar, mechanics, and/or spelling that interfere with understanding.



	Assignment directions
	Paper is of the appropriate length and each part of it is relevant to the topic at hand. All other directions are followed.
	Paper is somewhat shorter than directed and/or veers off topic. Directions are largely followed.
	Paper is shorter than directed and/or rambling. Directions are not adequately followed. 
	Paper is too short and/or padded and rambling. Directions are not followed.


